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September invites us into a season of new FROM /&
beginnings. School is back in session, church THE
ministries are starting up again, and our calendars PAS-I-OR __
begin to fill. It is a time of returning—to routines, to

community, and to the rhythms of church life.

This month, we will also begin a sermon series /‘/V

called “Learning to Love Our Enemies.”

Jesus gives us one of the most challenging teachings in all of Scripture when
he says, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Matthew
5:44).

That sounds beautiful—but it is not easy. Loving our enemies does not mean
ignoring injustice, excusing harmful behavior, or pretending that everything is
okay. Sometimes love requires boundaries. Sometimes it means telling the
truth. Sometimes it means seeking justice and accountability. And sometimes,
loving someone simply means refusing to allow hatred to take over our own
hearts.

The truth is, we live in a world that often encourages us to divide ourselves into
“‘us” and “them.” We are quick to decide who deserves our compassion and
who does not. We can become so certain that we are right that we forget that
the people on the other side are human beings, too.

Jesus calls us to something different. Loving our enemies is not about
becoming passive. It is about becoming courageous enough to choose a
different response. It is about refusing to let anger, fear, or hatred have the final
word. It is about trusting that God’s love is wide enough to reach even across
the deepest divisions.

And perhaps this is something we are all still learning.

So throughout September, | invite you to join us as we wrestle with what it
means to love our enemies—not as an easy answer, but as a way of following
Jesus. We will talk about forgiveness, accountability, mercy, conflict, and the
difficult work of loving people with whom we disagree.



Because maybe the goal isn’t to become people who never have enemies.
Maybe the goal is to become people whose love is stronger than our divisions.

“‘Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony.” — Colossians 3:14

May we enter this new season ready to learn, to listen, to grow, and to become
more deeply rooted in the love of Christ.

Pastor Mandy

I@gs/ Concerns

Our thoughts and prayers go out to:

Our World

e For our troops deployed to Iraq. May they have safe return.

o For our elected officials to truly represent the needs of the people.

o For the administration to act with mercy and compassion.

o For Venezuela and all of those dealing with the aftermath of natural
disasters.

» For all of those affected by gun violence.

o For Jews, Muslims, and Arabs across the world facing persecution and
violence.

e For a permanent ceasefire and the return of
all Israeli and Palestinian hostages.

o For the people of Ukraine and Russia as the ongoing conflict continues
to disrupt lives

Our Community

e For our local troops from Malmstrom and the National Guard and their
families.

e For those who are living in fear of deportation.

e For our LQBTQ community.

o For the local agencies working on food insecurity.

o For our unhoused neighbors that may be struggling with the heat.

o For those suffering from mental health issues and addiction.

Our Church

e For Marjorie Kohler as she continues to heal from a fall




The Youth Group will meet from
5:00-6:30. We will share a meal,
have a lesson, and play games.

Invite your friends and let’s have a
great time as we grow in our faith
together.

First meeting on:
September 20
October 25
November 15
December 13
January 24
February 21
March 14
April 18
May 9

This and That...

Pastor Out of Office
September 7-10 Pastor Mandy will
be in Albuquerque, NM for a board
meeting for Chrysalis Clergy
Counseling. On September 11-13
Pastor Mandy will be in Spokane,
Washington for the Northern Lights
regional board meeting.

Fall Kickoff Breakfast
We will kick off fall activities on
Sunday September 13. We are
having breakfast at 9:00 am. There is
a sign up sheet in the fellowship hall
if you would like to bring food for the
breakfast. Sunday school will start
the following week.

Toilet Paper Collection
We have received word that Helping
Hands has run out of toilet paper.
Through the month of September we
will be collecting rolls of toilet paper
to help them stock up.This is an
important mission that we can all
help with.

AA Meetings

Rock Bottom AA meeting Monday-
Friday at 10:00am

Blue Monday-Alanon Family
Group meeting every Monday 1pm-
2pm at CCC

Alateen meeting every Thursday
7:30pm-8:30pm at First Presbyterian
Church

(1315 Central Great Falls use 14th
St entrance.)

Bunthlays
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ANNIVERSARIES



Wishing a very Happy September Birthday to our members celebrating
soon:

e 4 Becky Fawcett-Monroe o 18 Barbara Kakalecik
o 8 Jeremy Comstock e 18 Jenny Pfleger
o 16 Jerry Puffer e 30 Arayah Kenmir

17 Mauri Novak

September Calendar

7 Labor Day

7-13 Pastor Out of Office
13 Kickoff Breakfast

17 Lydia Group Meeting
20 Fall Schedule Begins
20 All Ages Youth Group

Church Events

For entire church calendar go
to: Church Calendar
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