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Last week | had the joy of spending the week at FROM
Cane Ridge West with 32 campers from the THE

Northern Lights Region of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). | have always loved church PAS—I— OR
camp, but this year felt different. Better, somehow.

Maybe it was because | had a nice comfy queen- //v

sized bed. Maybe it was because even though it was hot during the day, it was
still cool at night. Maybe it was the delicious food. Or seeing the awe and
wonder in the children and youth as they learned the stories for the day and
played different games. Maybe it was being in nature in such a beautiful
location. Or getting more closely acquainted with church members. Maybe it
was the amazing staff who gave so generously of their time and energy. Or
maybe it was all of those things woven together.

The theme for the week was "In the Wilderness". Throughout Scripture, the
wilderness is rarely just an
empty place. It is where people
are stretched, where faith is
tested, where God provides in
unexpected ways, and where
lives are transformed. The
campers explored stories like
the Good Samaritan, Esther's
courage, God's faithful
presence with the Israelites in
Exodus, and Peter stepping out
of the boat to walk on the water.
At first glance, these may seem
like very different stories, but
each one reminds us that God meets us in uncertain places. Whether we are
wandering, afraid, called to courage, or taking our first shaky steps of faith, God
is already there.

| spent most of my time with the youngest campers—the 7-10-year-olds. |
helped them plan worship most evenings, and it was absolutely amazing to
watch them not only get excited about leading worship but also take it seriously



while still having so much fun. They sang with enthusiasm, offered prayers with
sincerity, and shared ideas without worrying whether they were "good enough."
Their joy was contagious.

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me." | think we often read those
words as an invitation for children, but perhaps they are also an invitation for
adults. Children have a way of approaching faith with open hearts, endless
curiosity, and a willingness to ask questions that many of us have forgotten to
ask. They remind us that worship doesn't have to be polished to be meaningful,
and that wonder is a holy gift.

As | reflected on the week, | realized that camp itself is a kind of wilderness. It
pulls us away from our normal routines, our schedules, our screens, and the
endless distractions that fill our days. In that space, surrounded by God's
creation and a caring community, it becomes a little easier to notice God's
presence. It becomes easier to listen. Easier to laugh. Easier to trust.

Of course, not all wilderness experiences are found at church camp. Many of
us find ourselves in wilderness seasons we never chose—times of grief,
uncertainty, iliness, loneliness, or transition. Those places can feel frightening.
Yet the stories we shared all week remind us of the same enduring truth: God
never abandons us in the wilderness. God walks beside us, provides what we
need, sends companions for the journey, and sometimes even calls us to
discover courage we didn't know we had.

| came home tired, sunburned, and covered in camp dust—but also renewed. |
am grateful for the children and youth who reminded me how to see with fresh
eyes, for the volunteers and staff who made the week possible, and for a God

who continues to meet us in every wilderness we face.

May we all have the courage to step out of the boat, the compassion to be a
good neighbor, the faith to trust God's presence on the journey, and the
openness to discover that even in the wilderness, God is doing something
beautiful.

Pastor Mandy

Iﬁgs/ Concerns

Our thoughts and prayers go out to:

Our World

e For our troops deployed to Iraq. May they have safe return.
o For our elected officials to truly represent the needs of the people.
o For the administration to act with mercy and compassion.



e For Venezuela and all of those dealing with the aftermath of natural
disasters.

o For all of those affected by gun violence.

o For Jews, Muslims, and Arabs across the world facing persecution and
violence.

e For a permanent ceasefire and the return of
all Israeli and Palestinian hostages.

o For the people of Ukraine and Russia as the ongoing conflict continues
to disrupt lives

Our Community

o For safe travels for those vacationing over the summer months.

e For our local troops from Malmstrom and the National Guard and their
families.

o For those who are living in fear of deportation.

e For our LQBTQ community.

o For the local agencies working on food insecurity.

e For our unhoused neighbors that may be struggling with the heat.

o For those suffering from mental health issues and addiction.

Our Church

o For Marjorie Kohler as she continues to heal from a fall
o For Em Gosik as she navigates health concerns
e For students and teachers as they return to the classroom.

Soul Circle
A Women's Spiritual Retreat

A Women's Spiritual Retreat will be held on September 18-20 at Cane Ridge
West Conference & Retreat Center. Teachings, Meditations & Rituals to
Celebrate Your Authentic Feminine Wisdom based on the book Big Magic:
Creative Living Beyond Fear by Elizabeth Gilbert. To learn more or to register
online go to northernlightsdisciples.org. or call Becky Taylor at 406-661-1584
with questions.

Cane Ridge West Days

Cane Ridge West Days 2026 (September 4-7) is now open for registration.

Everyone is welcome to register for this event to enjoy and celebrate Cane
Ridge West. Register at caneridgewest.regfox.com/cane-ridge-west-days, and
learn more about this beautiful venue at caneridgewest.org.

Cost is $50 per person per night. A discount is given for signing up for the full


http://nothernlightsdisciples.org/
https://caneridgewest.regfox.com/cane-ridge-west-days
http://caneridgewest.org/

weekend and for families of
4+; children under 2 are

free. A discount is available on
CRW merch if purchased

with registration!

Interested in coming for a day
(without lodging)? The
grounds will be open! There
will be a cost for food (food
pass can be purchased online)
but there will be a worship service on Sunday followed by a potluck meal.
Hope to see you there!

First meeting on:
September 20
October 25
November 15
December 13
January 24
February 21
March 14
April 18
May 9

This and That...

Backpack Blessing AA Meetings
Pastor Mandy will be blessing
backpacks in worship on August 23.
This is for students of all ages as
well as teachers. Please bring your
backpack to church that morning.

Rock Bottom AA meeting Monday-
Friday at 10:00am

Blue Monday-Alanon Family
Group meeting every Monday 1pm-
2pm at CCC

Alateen meeting every Thursday
7:30pm-8:30pm at First Presbyterian
Church

(1315 Central Great Falls use 14th
St entrance.)

Camp Thank You
Thank you to the church for
continuing to support the youth and
children from the church in going to
camp. The week was meaningful
and hopefully they will remember it
for a long time.




Binthdays &
ANNIVERSARIES

Wishing a very Happy August Birthday to our members celebrating soon:

e 6 Calissa Field e 9 Jory Fuentez
o 8 Kevin McCafferty e 16 Linda McCafferty

Wishing a very Happy August Anniversary to our members celebrating
soon:

e 9 Gary & Kathy Asich e 19 Rob & Rachel Buley
e 10 Jeremy & Emily Comstock o 28 Brett & Shelly Fagenstrom
e 15 Brad & Tory Reynolds

August Calendar

23 Blessing of the Backpacks
30 Board Meeting

For entire church calendar go
to: Church Calendar

Church Bvents



http://gfccc.net/?page_id=75
http://gfccc.net/
https://giv.li/bigt6y
https://mailchi.mp/bb53712feb6f/the-view-august2026?e=[UNIQID]

