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Do you ever feel that the hate is just too much to
keep up with? 

I know I have been feeling very heavy-hearted
lately, watching the systematic efforts of anti-
LGBTQ groups and individuals to chip away at our
hard-won rights and make queer and trans people
feel unsafe and unwanted, here in Montana and across the country. Every day
it feels like there is something new, whether it is in the legislature or the pulpit,
that seeks to diminish the joy that comes from being one’s true self and feeling
free to express that. 

It's exhausting. It’s exhausting to watch indigenous rights be eroded. It’s
exhausting to watch white supremacy dig its claws deeper in the fabric of our
nation as more people become conscious of the realities of racism. It’s
exhausting to see reproductive autonomy subject to the whims of lawmakers
who don’t understand the complex medical realities of abortion and
reproductive care.

I’m exhausted. 

Maybe you can relate. Maybe despair not only feels hard to resist, but actually
feels like the only reasonable response to the way things are. 

But that is why we need Lent.

We may be a resurrection people, but in times like these, that Easter morning
feels as far away as can be. Lent is a way for us to journey—with Christ and
one another—through the “valley of the shadow of death.” That’s why in our
Faith Formation classes, we have been looking at the lives of saints who lived
in dark and despairing times, and why in worship we’ve been looking at how
Jesus faced adversity in his ministry.

Easter does await us, but it is good to acknowledge how hard things are in the
meantime. The knowledge of resurrection did not relieve Jesus of the anguish
he felt leading up to his death, but his experience of suffering reminds us that



the commonwealth of heaven will not be hindered by the machinations of
empire, and we are called to faithfulness even, especially, when it is most
difficult.

Yours in the ashes,

Pastor Stephen.
pastor@gfccc.net

We lift up Carl Donovan and Lori Novak as they recover from surgery.  We
continue to pray for our neighbors who are unhoused during this cold winter. 

Holy Week Events:

April 2nd-9th is Holy Week! To start, we will celebrate Palm Sunday with an
interactive, intergenerational worship experience during our usual 10:15
service. Then on Wednesday will be our final Lenten Vespers practice at 6pm.
Maundy Thursday is our Tenebrae Supper at 7pm, and a sign-up sheet is
available in the fellowship hall so we can plan how much food to get.

On Holy Saturday, we will have a prayer labyrinth set up in the sanctuary for a
dawn-to-dusk prayer vigil. A sign-up will be available later this month so that we
can fill the space with continuous prayer the whole day.
 
Then finally, Easter Sunday! We’ll have a pitch-in breakfast at 9am, worship at
10:15, and then an Easter Egg Hunt for the kids after the service.
 

mailto:pastor@gfccc.net


Faith Formation during Lent will be exploring the lives of six modern “saints” of
social justice, through the iconography of artist Kelly Latimore at 9am on
Sundays. If you’ve never joined us for adult Faith Formation classes, this would
be a great opportunity to do so. We’ll have the coffee ready for you!
 

St. Patrick's Day Dinner
Sunday, March 12th, the Lydia Group will be hosting
the annual St. Patrick’s day dinner at 5pm. Come for
traditional fare and a silent auction. $15/person or $45
for a family of four.

Lydia Group is accepting donations for the silent
auction.



REGISTER NOW!
Plan ahead for July 2023 Summer Camps in the Northern Lights Region! 

Registration is open with special Early Bird savings.

Cane Ridge West - Lincoln, MT

GMPK Camp - July 7-9
(Entering Grades 1-2
w/ parent, grandparent, guardian)
Kids Camp - July 10-15
(Entering Grades 2-3)
Junior Camp - July 10-15
(Entering Grades 4-5)
ChiRho/CYF - July 17-22
(Entering Grade 6-HS Grad)

Gwinwood Retreat - Lacey, WA

Kids Camp - July 10-13
(Entering Grades 2-3)
Junior Camp - July 10-15
(Entering Grades 4-5)
ChiRho/CYF - July 10-15
(Entering Grade 6-HS Grad)

Learn more and register now at
northernlightsdisciples.org/
summer-camps

ACA - 12 Step Meetings
This is a meeting for people who want to recover from the effects of growing up
in a dysfunctional family. Meetings are held at 6:00pm on Sundays at the
church. For more information contact Carol F at 590-6694. 
www.adultchildren.org 

http://northernlightsdisciples.org/summer-camps
http://%20www.adultchildren.org/


Wishing a very Happy March Birthday to our members celebrating soon:

  1  Charlie Novak
  2  Lynn Yahraus
  9  Casey Hunter
15  Sheryl Knowles
21  Karen Frank-Plumlee
22  Earl Batchelor
27  Judy Kenmir
28  Arlene Morrison
30 Glenn McKerrow
31 Stephen Underwood

Wishing a very Happy March Anniversary to our members celebrating soon:

16 Jim & Sherry Freeman

1-2 Pastor working remote
  1  Lenten Vespers
  7  Essentrics with Lynn
  8  Lenten Vespers
12  Daylight Savings Time
12 St. Patrick's Day Dinner
14  Essentrics with Lynn
15  Lenten Vespers
16  Lydia Group Meeting at YWCA
17  St. Patrick's Day
19  Board Meeting
21  Essentrics with Lynn
22  Lenten Vespers
28  Essentrics with Lynn
29  Lenten Vespers

For entire church calendar go to:
Church Calendar

http://gfccc.net/?page_id=75

