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“The anthropologists got it wrong when they named our species Homo Sapiens
('wise man'). In any case it's an arrogant and bigheaded thing to say, wisdom
being one of our least evident features. In reality, we are Pan Narrans, the
storytelling chimpanzee.”
—Terry Pratchett, The Globe
I have always thought that someday, I would write
a story. As a child I made my way “through the
wardrobe” into C.S. Lewis’ magical land of Narnia,
met the Pevensies and Mr. Tumnus and Jadis, the
White Witch. And of course, Aslan. I got older and
discovered the writings of J.R.R. Tolkien, the story
of a Hobbit who finds a precious trinket and his
nephew who learns that this seemingly-trivial heirloom is a burden few could
carry. I spent hours of free time drawing maps of my own made-up lands,
contriving fictional alphabets for fictional languages, pondering the politics and
religion of imaginary lands. There has always been a story inside me. Maybe
someday it will find its way onto the page.
The first stories I ever heard, however, were from the Bible. My brothers and I
used to start our days listening to cassette tapes of dramatic readings of the
Bible, all the way from Genesis to Revelation. The first fantastical stories I
learned to love were the stories of Moses—a bearded old man performing
supernatural deeds with a staff; Balaam—a man who had a conversation with a
talking donkey; Elijah—a warrior, wanderer, and wise man with extraordinary
power. From Samson, the first superhero, to Esther, the queen who saved a
nation, to Jesus—liberator, healer, and teacher, the characters I encountered in

the Bible were every bit as compelling as Gandalf or Prince Caspian or Jean
Grey.
Over 40% of the Bible is narrative, followed by around 30% poetry with the
remainder being prose discourse like sermons, laws, and letters. But based on
what we focus on in church, you might think it was the other way around.
Granted, much of the Bible’s narrative is a little too…R-rated for church. Even
the more “family-friendly” ones are a little messy. Reading the Bible’s narrative
portions requires quite a different approach from reading Paul’s letters or Jesus’
sermons or the Proverbs. But narrative, story, is so central to who we are. The
ways we actually live and move in the world are governed less by axioms and
platitudes, and much less by facts and data, than by the stories we have
absorbed.
The practice of Christian faith, of worship and discipleship, is—or should be—
much more akin to reading a story than listening to a lecture. Stories are what
captivate us. Stories stick with us. Stories make us who we are.
For the past year, our worship has been based on something called the
Revised Common Lectionary, which is a three-year calendar of scripture
readings that many denominations and individual churches use to plan their
worship. It follows the liturgical calendar, the seasons of Advent and Lent,
Christmas and Easter, and Ordinary time. On any given Sunday, hundreds of
congregations are listening to and delving into the same passage.
This program year, beginning the Sunday after Labor Day and ending on
Pentecost (Memorial Day weekend), we will be taking a break from the RCV
and instead following the Narrative Lectionary.
The Narrative Lectionary is designed to take the worshipping church through
the long story of the Bible, with 12 weeks of Ordinary Time in the fall taking us
through the Hebrew Bible, 4 weeks of Advent transitioning from the Prophets
into the events leading up to Christ’s birth, and then following the life of Jesus
from Christmas through Easter, ending with the New Testament letters.
Our faith formation and discipleship opportunities (Sunday School, etc.) will
follow the theme of Story, exploring mythology, literature, cinema and more
from a Christian perspective. More information about each of these ‘chapters’ of
the Christian year will show up in The View in the coming months.
I’m looking forward to another year of ministry with such an incredible church, a
year of telling Our Story together.
Pastor Stephen
pastor@gfccc.net

Please keep the following in your prayers: Melinda Skaer Winchell, Casey
Sweeney, Sandy (Lynn Compton's sister) and Heather Cascaden (LeAnn
Budeski's niece).
We pray for Pastor Stephen as he travels to Indianapolis for the Excellence in
Ministry program August 11-13.

Please pray for the school children and teachers as they begin another school
year.
We pray for the families grieving the unimaginable loss brought on by gun
violence, and for our leaders to take action to help prevent more of these
tragedies.

On the Radar:

iCamp 2022 is coming up soon! Join
us at Cane Ridge West over Labor
Day weekend (September 2nd-5th)
for a time of intergenerational faith
formation and community.
Registration is available on the
regional website.

Fall Hours
Our new program year begins
Sunday, September 11, which means
we are returning to our Fall hours:
Elders’ Breakfast @ 8AM, Kids’
Sunday School and Adult Faith
Formation @ 9AM, and Worship @
10:15

School is starting up again soon, so
let’s celebrate the end of summer
together, Saturday, August 20th, at
6pm. This is an all-ages event with
indoor and outdoor games, food, and
music, and a perfect opportunity to
invite friends and family. Flyers will
be available in the Fellowship Hall
for you to share.

So Much to be Thankful For!
Thanks to our "Tarring Crew":
Pastor Stephen, Brett, Jeremy,
Grady, Ken, Kevin, Chris,
Randy and Jerry N for the hot,
hard work they did to make sure
the roof doesn't leak!

Also a big shout out to the AV
crew that keeps our Sunday
Service running! Thank you to
Clint & Margaret, Chris & Viv,
Jeremy & Emily and Melissa for
all their time. If you would like to
be a part of the AV crew, a
signup sheet is in the booth.

Summer Camps

Summer camps at Cane Ridge West were a huge success. Shout out to all
those who attended from Great Falls: Lydia, Grady, Charlie, Brynlee, and
Arayah! We hope you had a wonderful time!

FISH
During our week for FISH, we served 70 needy people and distributed 2084
pounds of food. Our FISH volunteers for the week were: Gary Hill, Sheryl
Knowles with grandchildren Nora and Scout, Dennis Hill, Barb Kakalecik,
Louise Hill and LeAnn Budeski. Thank you to everyone that served and
donated food and money.

Spirituality and Social Justice Book Club

Spirituality and Social Justice will meet two more times this summer: August
10th and 24th at 6pm. This Fall, in keeping with the theme of Story, we will be
reading a novel (fiction or non-fiction) together; if you have a suggestion of a
novel that deals with issues of spirituality and social justice, let Pastor Stephen
know.

Pastor Stephen has been admitted to the Pension Fund’s Excellence in Ministry
program, a year-long cohort of first-call clergy developing the financial literacy
skills necessary for health and longevity in ministry. He will be attending the first
EIM retreat in Indianapolis, August 11-13, and would greatly appreciate your
prayers as he embarks on this journey. Part of the program requirements
include attending virtual financial literacy seminars throughout the year
alongside lay members of the congregation. If you’d like to attend one or more
of these (dates TBA), reach out to Pastor Stephen at pastor@gfccc.net.

Volunteers Needed
There are plenty of opportunities to get involved with your church community;
right now we are looking for folks who are willing to be trained to run the sound,
slideshow, and/or live-stream for our weekly worship service. Don’t worry if you

aren’t a technological prodigy: these are quite easy roles to perform, and we’ll
have a training session to show you the ropes beforehand. If you are willing to
learn how to do any or all of these jobs, sign up in the Fellowship Hall or
contact Pastor Stephen.

Wishing a very Happy August Birthday to our members celebrating soon:
8 Kevin McCafferty
9 Jory Fuentez
16 LInda McCafferty
Wishing a very Happy August Anniversary to our members celebrating soon:
9
10
10
12
15
19
28

Gary & Kathy Asich
Earl & Charlotte Batchelor
Jeremy & Emily Comstock
Nick & Arlene Morrison
Brad & Tory Reynolds
Rob & Rachel Buley
Brett & Shelly Fagenstrom

2
9
10
11-12
16
18-19
20
21
23
24
24
30

Essentrics with Lynn
Essentrics with Lynn
Book Club
Pastor Stephen at EIM retreat
Essentrics with Lynn
Pastor Stephen on vacation
Back to School Bash
Board Meeting
Essentrics with Lynn
School Starts
Book Club
Essentrics with Lynn
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