Moderators Message
Dear Disciples Family,
After being secluded at home this last year I have been wondering why and when will
this be over? According to the Bible, in Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 we need to be aware of
time:
A time to be born, and a time to die. A time to weep, and a time to laugh. A
time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.
This pandemic has given all of us the opportunity to experience all of these seasons of
time whether we want them or not. I can hardly wait to be able to hug family and
friends, or have a meal together with those not in my family. Now my prayer to God is
please give me the patience it takes to get thru this season of restraint. It is hard to love
your neighbor as you want to be loved, when all you see is a mask and pray that you
and your neighbors are healthy. Let us all have faith in God, He is in charge and He
will make sure we have what we need: health care, food, patience and more.
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This reminds me of the “Prayer of St. Francis,” No. 468 in the Chalice Hymnal,
“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred, let me
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as
to love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are
pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen”

Nobody hungry, nobody
thirsty, shade from the sun,
shelter from the wind, For
the Compassionate One
guides them, takes them to
the best springs.
— Isaiah 49:10

God’s Peace and Blessings be with all of you!
LeAnn Budeski, Moderator

When you give to Week of Compassion, you deploy resources to people in need all around
the world. Through sustainable development projects, our partners help provide life-giving
water and other critical resources that help communities reinvent and reimagine what is
possible. When water comes to a village, people are safer, healthier, and more free to
pursue learning and growth opportunities. Let love flow, and share more than just water.

“Therefore, since we
are justified by faith,
we have peace with
God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through
whom we have
obtained access to
this grace in which
we stand; and
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. And not only that, but we also boast in our
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.” Romans 5:1-5
I am writing this on Inauguration Day. As I
watched the ceremony, I was struck by the tone
of the day. For far too long, our country has
been struggling with a deep division, one that
manifested itself so violently at the Capitol on
January 6th. Now, just two weeks later, I felt a
sense of calm and peace. Not merely because
there is a new administration, but more so
because the theme of hope was so predominant
in everything that occurred today. I was most
hopeful as I listened to the words of a young
poet, Amanda Gorman, who read her poem “The
Hill We Climb.” Herein she boldly spoke of hope
in the shadows of division. She encapsulated the
division in our country in the first line:
“When day comes we ask ourselves,
where can we find light in this never-ending
shade?”
During my time here, I have often spoken about
light. I’ve talked about Jesus as the Light of the
World. During Advent, the four candles of
“Hope,” “Peace,” “Joy,” and “Love” shone a light
into the world as we awaited the fifth candle, the
Christ candle.
Gorman also brought a sense of hope that
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Community Joys and Concerns
We celebrate with LeAnn and Bill Budeski as they celebrated their 50th anniversary –
congratulations. We are thankful as Carl Donovan is feeling better, Connie MeDonald
is healing after her fall, and Lori Novak received good news on here tests. Please
keep Pastor David in your prayers as he is on vacation.

Sunday, February 7
10:00 Worship
Sunday, January 14
10:00am Worship

We are delighted to announce that 211.5 pounds of food collected from the Reverse
Advent Calendar was delivered to the food bank!

Sunday, January 21
10:00am Worship

Concerns

Sunday, January 28
10:00am Worship

We pray for the family of Clint and Margaret Houge as they mourn the loss of Clint’s
sister, Paula. We also pray for Margaret’s mother who is still testing positive for
COVID 19 as well as their family friend, Chuck Keller.

included a challenge:
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover
and every known nook of our nation
and every corner called our country,
our people diverse and beautiful will
emerge,
battered and beautiful
When day comes we step out of the
shade,
aflame and unafraid
The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,
if only we’re brave enough to see it
If only we’re brave enough to be it
We indeed need to have the bravery to
be a light in a world of darkness. Yet in
Christ, we can find that very bravery.
For our hope is in Christ, and this hope
can never be overcome – “hope does
not disappoint us, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us.”

We also mourn the loss of 13 month old Lyam McDonald.
Stephanie Skaers daughter-in-law Sydney Skaer remains in our prayers as she
continues to deal with health issues and the loss of her father.
Prayers for Gale Garvin, friend of Bob and Karen Frank-Plumlee and daughter Brooke
Plumlee, who is having a lung transplant.

Volunteers Needed
We are in need of worship leaders! If you would like to take a Sunday to lead our
congregation, please notify Carl Donovan at (406) 750-2195. Also, we need folks for
snow removal. Please contact Brett Fagenstrom (406) 750-4431 if you would like to
volunteer.

February Birthdays
Birthdays
1 Jayden Raaen
6 Kathryn Vessels
17 Bill Raaen
19 Carl Donovan

26 Chris Hunter
27 Kathy Asich
28 Judy Kakalecik

Pastor David
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Let love flow.
Joshua Mumbi used to spend much of his
time collecting water.
When it rained, he would collect water running
in the streets. Often he would spend much of
the day walking to a local water source and
carrying back buckets. Sometimes he would
even travel to the water source with his family
the night before, spending the night there so
that they could bring back water in the morning.
His mother, Josephine, did not like to make the
journey alone — it was not safe.
There was not much time to go to school. And
when he did go to school, Joshua Mumbi was
very tired during the day. It was hard to focus; it
was hard to learn.
But thanks to your gifts through Week of
Compassion, Joshua Mumbi and his family —
and all of the other families in his village —
have a safe, clean water source close to home.
With a new solar-powered borehole well, they
have water for cooking, water for drinking,
water for bathing and keeping things clean and
sanitary. Because you let love flow, water
brought new life to a whole community. Now
children like Joshua Mumbi and his siblings can
go to school every day, and a whole world of
opportunity is open to them. Now the whole
community is empowered to provide for their
needs, plan for their future, and pursue new
opportunities for growth.
So that more communities can experience this
new life, please give generously, and let love
flow.
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Pastoral Search Committee Report
We have completed our
Congregational Profile. Our church
website has been updated with
current information (although it still
needs a few tweaks), and our
Facebook page is also being
worked on. We would still like to
find a few individuals willing to help
maintain our Facebook page.
Please let Pastor David know if you would be willing to help.
We are now pulling together our “snapshot” video of our church, community, and
surrounding area, to let interested candidates know about us. We hope it will present
us in a favorable light. When finished, it will be available on our website. Please take a
look at it then. Thank you to those of you who contributed photos for it. Even if your
photos didn’t end up being included, they were still helpful to us as suggestions. We
especially appreciated the expertise of Charlie and Jacob Novak with the technical
details of pulling it together.
Our next step will be to notify Sandy Messick, our Regional Minister, that these items
are ready. She will then make them available to potential candidates, and will begin
sending us resumés to consider.
Your Pastoral Search Committee: Jeremy Comstock, Elaine Higgins, Viv Hunter,
Yessie Jarvey, Sheryl Knowles, Kevin McCafferty, Ken Palisin, Chair
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

10:00am AA
1:00pm Alanon
7:00pm Search Committee
Pastor David on vacation

10:00am AA
6:30pm ACA
Pastor David on vacation

10:00am AA
Pastor David on vacation

10:00am AA
Pastor David on vacation

10:00am AA
Pastor David on vacation

Pastor David on vacation

7
9:00am Elders
10:00am Worship
6:00pm ACA

8
10:00am AA
1:00pm Alanon
7:00pm Search Committee

9
10:00am AA
6:30pm ACA

10
10:00am AA

11
10:00am AA

12
10:00am AA

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

9:00am Elders
10:00am Worship
6:00pm ACA

10:00am AA
1:00pm Alanon
7:00pm Search
Committee

10:00am AA
6:30pm ACA

10:00am AA

10:00am AA
7:00pm Lydia Group

10:00am AA

21

22

23

24

25

26

9:00am Elders
10:00am Worship
6:00pm ACA
Board Meeting after church
Week of Compassion
Special Offering

10:00am AA
1:00pm Alanon
7:00pm Search Committee

10:00am AA
6:30pm ACA

10:00am AA

10:00am AA

10:00am AA

3:00pm MT Blind & Low
Vision

27

28
9:00am Elders
10:00am Worship
6:00pm ACA
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