JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
3 Sherry Freeman
3 Louise Hill
3 Keith Yahraus
5 Makayla Wennerberg
7 Jim Freeman
9 Jacob Novak
21 Bradley Reynolds
21 Grady Comstock
25 Summer McKerrow
25 Jacob Conway

26
26
27
30

Clint Houge
Henry Kakalecik
Clyde Baker
Heather Kakalecik

Anniversaries
6 Jinks & Becky Monroe
14 Glenn & Lea McKerrow

NON-PROFIT ORG.

THE VIEW

U.S. POSTAGE

Central Christian Church
1025 Central Avenue
Great Falls, Montana 59401

Permit #417
Great Falls, MT

Church Office 453-4317

web page www.gfccc.net
e-mail: cccgf1025@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. Ronald C. Greene, Senior Minister
Ruth Lindabury, Church Administrator
The mission of Central Christian Church
is to empower people for Christ’s
ministries in their daily lives:

June 2020

PAID

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VISION STATEMENT
To be an inclusive people living God’s radical love
that challenges all to grow in faith and mission.

Handicap
Accessible

Welcoming a New Pastor
In the Disciples of Christ we join with the Regional Minister when seeking a new
pastor. We also hire an interim pastor to help us transition from one ministry to
another while helping the congregation find their ministries.
Your Elders, LeAnn Budeski, Margaret Houge, Lynn Yahraus, Chris Hunter,
Jean Muir, and Elaine Higgins have worked and discussed and researched and
Zoomed. We faced disappointment when some candidates turned us down, but
had faith that God had a perfect fit for us. We searched and phoned and Zoomed
some more until we found Reverend David James from California. We took his
name to the Board where we told them why we chose him and explained the pay
package we negotiated. The board unanimously approved the calling of
Reverend David James.
David will come at the end of this month to self-quarantine then begin his
ministry with us June 9 in the office. His first Sunday will be June 14. The Elders
will help the transition through our Elder meetings and supplying worship tasks.
We will still maintain our practice of safe worship through distancing and masks.
Thank you for your prayers and faith in us.
Margaret Houge, Moderator

SUNDAY, MAY 31
Pastor Ron’s Sail Away Celebration
On Sunday, May 31st we
will be honoring Pastor Ron
on his retirement after 18
years of service to Central
Christian Church. Join us in
wishing Ron and Ruth bon
voyage in a celebration with
cupcakes and social
distancing. The festivity
begins after Sunday service.
You can bring cards to
include in the scrapbook and
share in the gift (see
Margaret Houge).

RIPPLES ON THE RIVER
I thought I had an answer for the usual question,
What are you going to do in retirement?
We planned to go to China as short-term Global
Ministries Volunteers with Amity to help train
English teachers in rural areas. COVID-19
changed that plan.
We talked about going to Washington, D.C., to
participate in the Poor People’s Campaign and
witness for justice in our nation. Now no one is
traveling and it’s a virtual event.

OUR WORSHIP
SERVICES
“LIVING GOD’S VISIONS”
Reflecting on 18 years of ministry
together



Whether we call it a Hybrid Worship, Blended Service, or Worship of an
Inclusive People, the last three Sundays have worked well as we practice
safe social distancing in the sanctuary while others Zoom into the service.
Our worship attendance has increased as we have had about the same
number of people join us virtually over the internet as those participating inperson. If you're worshiping from home and would like to borrow a hymnal,
our Elders will be happy to deliver one to your door if you call or email the
church office. We appreciate our Zoom Technicians, LeAnn Budeski and
Ruth Fletcher. Email our Church Administrator Ruth Lindabury if you would
like to be trained for this ministry!



Thanks to our Deacons for their work with extra precautions in preparing
Communion for us. Linda McCafferty and Jean Muir have provided face
masks at the church for those needing them--allowing us to welcome visitors
and protect all of us.



Thanks to Marjorie Kohler for doing extra work in recording music for Sunday
worship at home assisted by her son Rob Kohler. We appreciate Jeff Carroll
taking on more responsibility in leading music in the building.



We now have a Worship Planning Task Force to lead us in preparing for
Sunday worship: Carl Donovan, Ken Palisin, and Lita Sharone. Let them
know if you have a favorite song you hope we can sing in church this
summer.



Please continue to pray for Carl Donovan, Bobby Olguin, and Kathryn
Vessels with their health concerns.



Grady Comstock came forward in worship on May 17th to make his
confession of faith in Jesus as Lord. Grady will be baptized in our Pentecost
Worship on May 31st. Watch your next newsletter for an introduction to our
newest church member.



Congratulations to Dannelle Akelstad Dyke who was named principal of
Valley View Elementary School.



Congratulations to Joey Taylor for being awarded a competitive Bill Kane
Scholarship for private flute lessons!

SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS
SUNDAY, MAY 24
10:00 Worship
Message: “Grow in Mission”
(Luke 4:16-19)
Call to Worship: “Serve”

I always hoped we could take another cruise, but PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 31
10:00 Worship
that doesn’t sound like a good idea right now
Message: “Sailing on in the Spirit”
even when tourism opens up again.
(Acts 2:1-4)
Service of Christian Baptism
When those plans fell through, I figured we
Special music by April Buley &
would be free to supervise construction of our
Antonio Jarvey
new home this summer. Our house here sold
right away so we had the financing to move
ahead. But we’re waiting after Washington
SUNDAY, JUNE 7
State’s pandemic shutdown prevented
10:00 Worship
contractors from putting together final bids.
Message by Rev. Sandy Messick,
So what am I going to do in retirement? Retire
Regional Minister
from active ministry…Rest…Read… Work
around our property for physical exercise…Sail
and kayak when we can… Be free to spend time SUNDAY, JUNE 14
with family when we can… Be open to what’s
10:00 Worship
next.
Welcome Rev. David James
I think God is calling me to
give more attention to
SUNDAY, JUNE 21
“Who will I be?” than
10:00 Worship
“What will I do?” I wish
God’s Best to Central
Christian Church of Great
SUNDAY, JUNE 28
Falls in all your being and
10:00 Worship
doing!

In Christ, Ron

COMMUNITY JOYS AND CONCERNS

Pentecost Celebration Of 1,000+ New Churches
50% of our Offering Returns to the Region for our New Church Starts!
Missiongathering new church model celebrates growth
When Rev. Rich McCullen worked with teenagers at a parachurch organization, he
noticed that bringing students to an institutional church was always challenging
because there seemed to be a prejudice against those without any religious
background.
So, McCullen decided to start his own student service. “We wanted to connect ancient
Christian spirituality with a modern
approach that felt safe for these kids,”
McCullen says.
As the group started meeting, they
researched denominations whose
values might fit what they were already
doing. Eventually, their research led
them to the Disciples of Christ, which
was the perfect fit, McCullen says,
because “we were drawn to the idea
that all should be welcome at the
table.” “We discovered the Disciples
because we already were Disciples.”
As his group grew, McCullen knew
they needed support from a wider community. He contacted the Pacific
Southwest region to say, “I think we have a church here.” The region took McCullen’s
church, which he called Missiongathering, under care, and the group was nested in an
existing congregation.
While in Charlotte, NC, attending the 2003 General Assembly, McCullen felt called to
plant a church there. He spent a few years planning, but soon the Great Recession put
those plans on hold. In 2015, McCullen revisited the idea with North Carolina regional
staff, and once again, God stepped in. The same building they’d considered in 2007
was still available for the same price, and a nearby church had dissolved and left a
large grant for church planting with Disciples Church Extension Fund. And
so Missiongathering Charlotte was born, officially launched in January 2016.
Still, the call to share the Missiongathering vision moved McCullen forward. In the last
two years, two new churches were planted, and are in early stages of
growth: Missiongathering Issaquah (outside Seattle), and Missiongathering
Thornton (outside Denver).

With more than a decade of church planting experience, McCullen believes that
the Disciples’ vision is what has made the Missiongathering movement so appealing to
people who, “for whatever reason, felt, or were, pushed out of another denomination or
church home.”
“We have an amazing history, and an even better future,” McCullen says. “We should be
proud of who we are. We’ve done that quietly, but now it’s time to shout it from the
rooftops.”

Family Promise Update
The Family Promise National offices have asked their affiliates to revisit operating
procedures and policies, and innovate new ways to serve during the pandemic and
after.
At this time, our local office is not open. We are not taking office phone calls or
conducting any in-person business. Please contact us by email if you have any
questions or concerns: fampromisegf@gmail.com
Since we are not open, we are utilizing Zoom for weekly staff meetings. We are also
able to conduct intakes and do referrals online and by phone. We are looking at
innovating new ways to offer resources to the community, and welcome your input!
We are continuing to provide services to our current guest family, including providing
meals from church volunteers. Interested volunteers can also order grocery delivery
and/or meal delivery if you email Family Promise. Our guest family is sheltering in place
and will continue to do so until the pandemic guidelines are lifted. We are not moving
beds or the family to any host sites for the time being. Our guests are making excellent
progress towards finding safe and affordable housing - we are hoping to have them
moved when more offices reopen to new tenants.
The University of Providence has agreed to allow our Guest Family use the on-campus
apartments for the month of June. We are hopeful that we may be able to admit another
family during this time!
Thank you all for your continued support and dedication to Family Promise of Great
Falls! We are excited to see what the future holds!

Regional Camp Update
Greetings, Parents, Pastors, and Volunteers in the Youth and Children’s Ministry of the
Northern Lights Region,
I know that many of you are already looking forward to summer plans, as our
communities are starting to open back up, and you may already be thinking about
church camp. After much deliberation and conversations, the regional board with a
unanimous vote affirmed my recommendation to cancel our overnight camps for this
summer.
This was not an easy decision to make, but it is our intention that whenever we gather
as a region, we do so with the safety of all at the forefront of our minds. With too many
variables and the need for added precautions in place for us to gather, made it clear
that we could not be confident that everyone would be safe at camp, or those
communities to which our participants would return.
Along with the health concerns we have started to notice that recruiting volunteers for
this summer was going to be more difficult than usual because of those with additional
health risks and uncertainty around their work schedules, caused some of our
volunteers and directors to decline to staff an in-person camp.
While we do not know where our communities will be come July, now is the time to
make the difficult decisions as we also make arrangements and plans for alternatives.
The Youth and Children’s Ministry team and camp directors will be meeting soon to
discuss our options for this summer and how we can continue to serve our regional
youth and children.

Moderator’s Message
Sail on, Ron
In reminiscing about Ron’s ministry several things come to mind. We learned
what it meant to include all. We learned that unity was an action not just a
word. This inclusivity leads us to becoming open and affirming to LGBTQ
brothers and sisters. This blessing is like a breath of fresh air.
Ron taught that feed my sheep was about spiritual helpings but also about
welcoming. Ron helped us stretch our spiritual selves by inviting the
community to our Wednesday night dinner. He helped us reach out in
Christian friendship to create relationships with the homeless and
downtrodden. We created friendships and understanding. While our dinners
gradually dissolved, our church, through Ron’s leading, assumed a role with
Family Promise, which fits our goal of helping homeless parents and children.
Our Wednesday night Praise Band during service helped us see new ways to
worship. Ron included our culture into worship through movie clips and
discussion groups. We added technology to worship in thoughtful ways. We
walked though the community and prayed for those around us.
The most important lessons were to read the Bible with discerning eyes. We
ask about when it was written, what was the world like then, who may have
written and for what purpose. Our eyes and hearts were open to God in many
ways because we could suddenly see and hear God in a new deeper way.

Some of the options that have been brought up are a virtual camp format, a camp day
organized in our local communities, or an end of summer day camp at our facilities.
Each of these ideas do pose their own set of challenges as well as their advantages.
Our hope is to provide a way in which we can continue to celebrate our Creator and our
camping communities even though it may look different.

Another lesson Ron provided is to listen to sermons while including fitting
them into our own lives. Ron’s sermons are deep and full of theology and
lessons. At the end of sermons several folks would say, “Boy, Ron was really
talking to me.” We all felt that the lessons got into our hearts and minds to
worship at a much deeper level.

I am reaching out to our facilities to work with them on how we as a region can help
them through this time. We recognize that the loss of our regular camps for this
summer poses financial challenges for each facility and we want to continue to support
Cane Ridge West and Gwinwood in this time. One idea that is being worked on, is to
promote a camp in a box fundraiser. This will require volunteers to help bring together
items that reflect the essence of camp, and send them out to households, churches,
and camp alumni who want a piece of camp at home this summer.

Pastor Greene taught us it was okay to laugh in church - even laugh with
God when he touched us in a particular way. Ron’s laughter filled the church,
people and building, with joy - joy of each other and joy in God.

Peace in Christ,
Rev. Chris Snow
Youth & Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Northern Lights Region

These are but a few of the lessons we received. Now it is time for Ron to
learn the lesson of retirement while filled with joy. Ron and Ruth, sail on.
Margaret Houge,
Moderator

